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Driven by Data offers valuable tips and general guidelines about data-based methods and the

difficulties surrounding the implementation of data-driven instruction. Through a CD-ROM, this

guidebook provides all the tools needed to launch data-driven instruction effectively, such as an

implementation rubric, meeting agendas, calendars, assessment templates, and more. Written by

Paul Bambrick-Santoyo, who has worked with over 1,000 schools across the nation, the book

clearly shows how to maneuver through assessments and statistics. Bambrick-Santoyo offers vital

tips, such as: how to create a data culture, how to run a successful data analysis meeting, how to

write quality assessments, and how to deal with resistance from your teachers. The book also

includes twenty case studies of high-performing schools. School leaders will find this resource

useful for achieving remarkable results and immense gains, regardless of the school's background,

leader, or demographic. Note: CD-ROM/DVD and other supplementary materials are not included

as part of eBook file.
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After teaching for fifteen years, I had the opportunity to teach at North Star Academy in Newark, NJ.

It is a challenging place to work, but it is worth it because you know you are making a difference. In

a district where less than 5% of students make it through college, North Star sends 100% of its

graduates to college and is on course to have over 75% of its alumni complete a degree. And it

does all of this without being selective about the students who attend.One of the main reasons



North Star is successful is because it is "driven by data". Decisions on what happens in the

classroom are not made arbitrarily, but are determined by careful examination of interim

assessments of students. With this information, teachers are able to craft a classroom experience

that helps all students maximize their performance to the point where North Star has closed the

achievement gap and because one of the most successful urban schools in the nation.Data-driven

decision-making has descended to the level of jargon in education these days but, done right, it is

one of the most powerful tools in a school's arsenal. Unfortunately, too many schools don't do it

right and have tarnished a great idea. At North Star, Paul Bambrick-Santoyo has made it work. Now,

he shares what works with school leaders and teachers across the nation in meetings and

workshops. This book outlines the process.The first half of the book covers what data-driven

decision-making is and how it is meant to work in a school. He shares what should be the roles of

teachers, school leaders, and district leaders for effective implementation. He shares anecdotes and

data from various schools that have implemented the system effectively (including North Star).
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